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Dear Sir: 

Prior to the examination of the above-identified patent application, please enter the 
following amendments and consider the following remarks. 

AMENDMENTS 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

After the Title, please insert the following paragraph: 

— This application claims the benefit of U.S. provisional patent application no. 
60/198,653, filed April 20, 2000. - 

At page 5, delete the third full paragraph which reads as follows: "FIG. 1 shows a 
preferred embodiment of the invention according to claim 2" and insert the following new 
paragraph in its place: 

— Fig. 1 shows a preferred embodiment of the present invention. — 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claims 1-19 without prejudice, and add the following new claims 20-38: 
20. Method for on-site preparation of a relief image comprising the following 

steps: 

(a) laminating a material comprising, in the order given, a first peelable support, 
an image recording layer and an adhesive layer onto a UV-sensitive material comprising a 



support and a UV-sensitPWayer, wherein the adhesive layer is iSKated to the UV-sensitive 
layer. 

(b) image-wise exposing the image recording layer to form a mask; 

(c) flood exposing the UV-sensitive material through the mask; 

(d) developing the UV-sensitive material; 

wherein the peelable support is removed either before step (b) , (c) or (d) and wherein steps 
(a) to (d) are performed within a period of less than 2 months. 

2 1 . Method according to claim 20 wherein the UV-sensitive material further 
comprises an additional layer on top of the UV-sensitive layer and wherein the adhesive is 
laminated on top of the additional layer. 

22. Method according to claim 20 wherein the image recording layer is a laser 
ablatable layer comprising a heat combustible polymeric binder and a light absorbing 
compound. 

23. Method according to claim 20 wherein the image recording layer is a thin 
metallic layer. 

24. Method according to claim 20 wherein the image recording layer is an ink jet 
receiving layer. 

25. Method according to claim 20 wherein the image recording layer is a 
thermographic recording layer. 

26. Method according to claim 20 wherein the image recording layer is a 
photothermographic recording layer. 

27. Method according to claim 20 wherein the first peelable support is a plastic 
film coated with a release agent on the side facing the image recording layer. 

28. Method according to claim 20 wherein said adhesive layer is a thermosensitive 
adhesive layer. 

29. Method according to claim 20 wherein said adhesive layer is a pressure- 
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sensitive adhesive layer." 



30. Method according to claim 29 wherein said pressure-sensitive adhesive layer 
is covered by a second peelable support which is removed before step (a). 

3 1 . Method according to claim 30 wherein the second peelable support is a plastic 
film coated with a release agent on the side facing the pressure-sensitive adhesive layer. 

32. Method according to claim 27 wherein the release agent is a silicone. 

33. Method according to claim 20 wherein said UV-sensitive material is a 
photoresist material. 

34. Method according to claim 20 wherein said UV-sensitive material is a 
lithographic printing plate precursor. 

35. Method according to claim 20 wherein said UV-sensitive material is a 
flexographic printing plate precursor. 

36. Method according to claim 20 wherein the mask is removed by the developing 
step (d). 

37. Method according to claim 20 wherein the mask is removed by an additional 
developing step between step (c) and step (d). 

3 8. Method according to claim 20 wherein the mask is removed by peel-off before 
developing step (d). 
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w REMARKS tliW 

Entry of the foregoing amendments is respectfully requested before the application is 
examined on the merits. The application is considered in good and proper form for allowance, 
and the Examiner is respectfully requested to pass this application to issue. If, in the opinion 
of the Examiner, a telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of the subject 
application, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned attorney. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Christopher T. ( 
One of the Attyrf 
LEYDIG, VO 
Two Prudential 
180 North Stfet 
Chicago, Illinois 60601-6780 
(312) 616-5600 (telephone) 
(312)616-5700 (facsimile) 



Date: April 11,2001 



4 



